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Photography, Video and Digital Imaging Degree Show: 2022
The cohort of 2022 have faced and overcome many challenges during
their academic journeys to get to this point. In so doing, they have
demonstrated adaptability, resilience and a growing sense of confidence
– attributes that will serve them well moving-forward. During their final
year of study they have tackled a wide-range of subjects, issues and
themes. For their degree show exhibition, they have also embraced
diverse ways of making and presenting work. These outcomes include:
photobooks and zines, moving-image works, exhibition prints, as well
as installation pieces.
Having not being able to do so for the previous two years, it has been
an absolute joy to be able to plan and facilitate a physical exhibition
in Sunderland to showcase and celebrate our graduating students and
their work. Collectively, their creative efforts culminate in this thoughtprovoking and engaging exhibition.

Craig Ames
Deputy Programme Leader for BA (Hons) Photography, Video and Digital Imaging
Northern Centre of Photography
University of Sunderland

Adam Belovic

Cladis
‘Cladis’ is the Latin word for disaster, calamity, or loss.
This multimedia, moving-image work explores key
environmental issues and the developing climate crisis
that is unfolding within our lifetime. It takes the viewer
on a journey where they witness reanimations of climate
events, overlayered with numerous sound clips sourced
from various media and online sources that report
and draw attention to the impact of climate change.
The artist wishes to educate and provoke, in order to
suggest subtle changes in our lifestyle before it is too
late. As the following proverb reminds us, “Only when
the last fish is gone, the last river poisoned, and the last
tree cut down, will we realise we cannot eat money.”
Multimedia work

Insta: @adamthemandias

Amber Henderson

Familiar Frameworks
As our shared public realms and urban environments
continue to evolve, the need to preserve elements of
our deep-rooted past becomes evermore essential.
This project explores the historical and local importance
of the intricate, grand architecture in Newcastle’s City
Centre, as well as the neighbouring Quayside and is
a celebration of our rich industrial heritage; with this
collection showing the passage of time and evolution in
the city’s backdrop.
Henderson created this body of work to emphasise the
uniqueness of the city she comes from, showing what
makes it so noteworthy and exceptional in terms of the
materials that have created it. Having a personal interest
in the history of the North East, she hopes to create new
a perspective of the city for locals, who may have grown
accustomed to their everyday environments, in an
attempt to reconnect them to their hometown. These
images depict not only the breathtaking structures, but
also the craftsmanship and artistic approach of the finer
details that are often overlooked.

Web: createbritain.com/Profiles/
amberhenderson

Amelia Verity

Home Away from Home
Verity’s work shows her love for both her hometown, Hull,
and her adopted hometown of three years, Sunderland.
Her final exhibition showcases two hundred postcards
in order to explore the connection between both cities
and their shared histories of shipping and industrial
heritage.
In 1869, when postcards became a recognised form
of communication, they were all printed by hand – this
made each one unique. Amelia’s work uses 35mm film
and carefully hand-printed photographs to reference
this early practice.
Making postcards illuminates how she has personal
connections to both places. It also reflects the use of
postcards as intimate gestures used to communicate
with friends and family while the sender is absent from
home.

Insta: @ameliaverityphotography

Ana Margarida Araujo

Anthos
Scientific research shows that a third of bee and butterfly
populations are in decline, with one out of ten species
being threatened with extinction in Europe. Some of the
causes for this are land-use changes for agriculture and
urbanisation, which result in the loss and degradation
of natural habitats, leading to the disappearance of
diverse flora, reducing food and nesting resources.
These pollinators are vital for maintaining the habitats
and ecosystems, which many animals rely on for food
and shelter, so we must do what we can to help them.
Anthos aims to highlight the importance of biodiversity
through the creation of portraits of plants loved by
pollinators that usually go unnoticed by humans.
This body of work was made using a photographic
process called Anthotype. It was invented by Mary
Somerville and Sir John Herschel in the 1840’s, where
a plant-based emulsion is applied to a sheet of paper.
Once dried, the coated paper is left to expose in direct
sunlight to record an image through a sun-bleaching
process for an indeterminate period of time. The image
recorded is only temporary and will gradually fade away.

Insta: @ana_margaridafaraujo

Anthony Foster

Brits Feel the Pinch
This project is a visual exploration of the impact of
Covid-19, Brexit and subsequent economic crisis on
local communities in the North. Through this series,
Foster allows us a moment to reflect on different aspects
of life that have been affected by the events, and as a
collective nation we have all faced. Shot in black film
the images capture the feel of traditional documentary
in its essence.

Insta: @photography_ants

Arran Fickling

Plaza
Prissick Plaza Skate Park in Middlesbrough was once
considered a ‘go-to’ place for the local skateboarding
community in the North East of England. However, a
change in ownership of the site some years ago brought
with it obligatory helmet rules and entry fees. These
changes eventually led to the once vibrant skate scene,
which once revolved around Plaza, becoming less of a
draw.
This body of work follows a small group of skaters who
still call the Plaza their home. It explores the space and
looks at how they interact with it and with each other
while there.

Insta: @arranfphotography

Celia Medina Marchante

Joy for Bait
Marchante’s work explores the hobbyist fishing
community in the North East of England in an attempt
to get more familiar with the place she lives. As a
socially engaged photographer, she tends to document
situations or issues that can be challenging. This time,
her focus is on the enjoyment and pleasure of an activity.
Here she focusses on how fishing can bring people
together or offer them pause and time to reflect within
a community. She explores the feelings of freedom,
calmness and mindfulness the activity can bring.
Marchante was inspired by a project she was involved
in by Vinca Petersen around ‘joy’ as a conceptual idea.

Insta: @celia_medina

Chris Denoon

Looking Forward to It
As more and more people are financially having to
work for longer, the value of retirement becomes ever
more essential. The state pension age is currently 66
years for both men and women which will gradually
increase from May 2026. Everyone has a different idea
of what their retirement would be like, from meticulous
planning, fantasy bucket lists, to looking after the
grandchildren. These dreams often fall short in reality
when health, finances and families intervene. ‘Looking
Forward to It’ offers an account of how a few people
embrace life after work, poignantly touching upon their
initial aspirations and what their lives have become. It
is an intimate insight into contentment, acceptance and
disappointment.
Multimedia work

Insta: @denoon_photography

Dale Hardy

Panacea
This installation invites the audience to consider
their relationship with alcohol and the often-blurred
boundary between use and misuse. The hope is that
the viewer will develop an enquiry into their patterns
and decision-making processes questioning why they
drink, how much and how alcohol might affect them
and those around them.
A healthy relationship with one of the world’s most
widely used and popular drugs can be rewarding and
beneficial in many situations when used within safe
guidelines. Misuse however can easily promote an
unhealthy relationship, but understanding and clear
education are key elements for enjoyable and safe,
long-term use.
The bottles used in the work were collected from the
artist’s recycling bin over the period of approximately
three years. Carefully and individually discarded by an
anonymous person with approximately one third of the
original contents remaining, these containers were the
catalyst to produce the work and continue to pose many
unanswered questions.

Web: dalehardymultimedia.com
Insta: @dale__hardy

Dean Pape

Life Through a Faded Lens
To stare into a distant space and explore an emotional
state of mind, Pape shares a nostalgic sensation within
photography to express the importance of progress.
As time drifts away and life experiences pass at each
fleeting moment, it can be rewarding to reflect on the
past through soft stimulating imagery that feels like
home without any personal connection to the scene.
Life Through a Faded Lens explores this perspective of
modern environments and how they can be shaped to
recreate nostalgic feelings through the use of colour film
and film emulation. The work reveals a journey through
sight, sound, and mind, like living life viewed through
the filters of sunglasses in this sentimental experience.

Web: dpapey.com
Insta: @dpapey

Ellie Thompson

Moments of Joy
Ellie Thompson’s work explores notions of happiness
through collaborative dialogue and portraiture,
exploring how as humans we all share the ability to feel.
It can be hard to articulate our emotions however as we
all express them differently.
The word happiness can be described in various ways
depending on the person you ask: What is happiness? It
can be excitement, contentment, joy or gratitude. Ellie’s
work documents six individuals in a state of what they
portray as being ‘happy’: moments where the rest of the
world stops and they feel at peace within themselves.
When creating her work Ellie asked each person the
question “what moment in a regular week have you felt
most grateful, at peace or happy” she then based these
images on their answers.
Ellie’s work aims to inspire people to stop for a minute
and think about what they feel grateful for, whilst
showing joy can be found in the most simplistic aspects
of life.

Insta: @elliethompsonphotography

Ellie Youll

Sentiment
The project ‘Sentiment’ aims to capture the feeling of
growing up through images of everyday moments in
day-to-day life. Images that encapsulate grief for the
loss of childhood jostle alongside those brimming with
anticipation for the wonder of an unexplored adulthood.
Youll has created this zine as a form of shared family
photo-album to help guide us through the emotions of
this limbo-like period. Her use of analogue equipment
with both colour and black and white film enhances the
embedded sense of dream-like nostalgia in her work.
We find ourselves yearning for time yet at the same
time for a future not quite in reach and it invites us to
become part of her time-capsule.

Erikowa Oritsegbubemi

From Afar
The interesting feeling about capturing the street is that
you get to be part of your subjects’ life from a distance,
waiting and observing for the decisive moment to be
framed and shot.
For this series of images, I’ve documented my
relationship with the everyday urban life within public
spaces around the city of Sunderland. I work from afar
when creating my images to place myself into a moment
from the view of my lens.
Wandering around the city, my images show the decisive
moments in time that will never occur again, those
moments that others around me might not notice.
Patience is key for me because then I have everything
framed in time to click the shutter.

Ian Burns

We Gather To Breathe
At birth, our first breath is an inhalation; at death, our
final breath is an exhalation. What happens in between
is life itself…What matters is only now: this moment,
this decision, this choice.
Burns is a photographer, who draws upon personal
experiences with childhood grief and mental illness, to
make work that seeks to document and reflect the times
we live in. His work is often concerned with people and
their search for moments of stillness and enjoyment, in
what is, at present, a stressful and chaotic world.
In ‘We Gather To Breathe’ he focusses on two
communities of open water swimmers: one male, one
female; reaching a state of calm, using breathwork and
yoga practice before entering the salty, expansive water
of the North Sea to begin their cold-water therapy.
Thank you to Hayley Dorian (Wild Sea Women), Tina
Lynch (Wild Kundalini Yoga) and Chris Nicholas (Ice Guys
Northeast) and all participants at the events depicted in
this work, made at Sunderland’s beach resorts, Roker
and Seaburn.

Insta: @ianmakesphotos

Ioannis Georgiou

Nature
Inspiration for this project stems from the nature in the
countryside that surrounds Sunderland because it is
reminiscent of Georgiou’s village in his home country,
Cyprus. The environment and the everyday life are
completely different in both locations, but he finds
comfort in the nature they have in common. Despite
living his student life as an outsider, it is through images
- the colours of the flowers, the trees, the sea - Georgiou
finds the incentive to keep going. He hopes to bring
this feeling to the mind with the will to inspire others to
explore more and discover what life has ahead.

Insta: @AgeVintmag

Jiranan Jimmee Wood

Sweet Home
Jiranan’s photography charts the re-connection to her
family and her parents’ home country of Thailand.
After being separated for three years during the Covid
pandemic she has now be able to use her practice to
investigate notions of family, home and country.
Her images document the contrasting aspects of
Thailand, landscapes, domestic scenes, family and
moments of beauty captured in the everyday and
mundane. Her work is imbued with her own emotional
‘home-coming’ both to her love of photography and
the value of family and identity.

Insta: @jimmee.wood.photography

Katriel Gonzaga

Unknown Tales
As bombs and rockets rain down on cities and villages
across Ukraine. The Russian propaganda machine is
enormous and frightening. Independent media outlets
have been shut down and journalists have been silenced.
Foreign and social media are being pushed out. No
one is left to convey the truth, to reveal photographs
of wrecked hospitals, slain children, and civilians being
targeted and held hostage.
Protests in cities across Europe, Asia, and the Americas
call for an end to the conflict. Many people support
Ukraine and denounce Russian President Vladimir Putin
and foreign minister Sergey Lavrov. ‘Unknown Tales’ is
a project that portrays the Ukrainian protests and shows
Ukrainians that they are not alone and should never
give up.

Multimedia work

Insta: @katrielgonzaga

Lauren Edgar

Negative Space, Positive Thought
‘Negative
Space,
Positive
Thoughts’
is
an
autobiographical project that explores themes of
happiness through the construction of still life imagery.
Her process creates personalised imagery that has
significant meaning for Edgar as the belongings she has
photographed have helped made her happy when she
went through tough times.
Edgar’s project aims to ask the viewer to consider their
personal object and, more widely, the things that might
make them feel happy too. Hopefully, remembering
these things when experiencing difficult times
themselves, will help to shift the focus on something
else, something more positive.

Insta: @ laurensclicky

Lidia Guimaraes

Feel
As a woman, how many times have you stopped saying
what you were feeling for fear of the other person’s
opinion, or for fear of feeling invalidated?
Feel is about all the feelings that are stored. To show
all women that those emotions are to be felt and the
right to express feelings is for everyone. Nature is heard
by everyone, through the changes of the seasons, its
colors, the wind, and the force of the water. She is not
always respected, but when she wants to speak, her
voice is so great that we all hear her.
All women have this power, and this project was made
to remind her of that, and to tell those who have never
heard, that the person responsible for their achievement
is her.
You only live when you allow yourself to feel.

Multimedia work

Insta: @lidiabgui

Milana Kovalonoka

Our Space
Kovalonoka’s work examines the ways in which people
use outdoor environments and engage with them
throughout the year. She focuses upon the relationship
between people and these shared public realms,
particularly those by the coast of Sunderland, where she
currently resides.

Insta: @0___milana___0

Molly Reynolds

Biota
Biota is a collection of images in which Molly explores
the intricate and unique roles plants, animals/insects
and fungi cooperatively play to sustain ecosystems. The
work features a series of photographs that demonstrate
an appreciation and gratitude for the flora, fauna and
fungi that sustain our planet, in a glorious exchange of
carbon and light.
The photographs reveal an intimate and visceral insight
into the networks between organisms that allows nature
to operate. While also considering the fragility of such
systems and the modern-day challenges posed to these
networks as a result of human impact.

Insta: @mollyreynoldsphotography

Pav Gajek

Existence In Silence
This body of work is an exploration of the solitary part of
human existence and the difficulties we can encounter
in expressing complex or more difficult inner thoughts.
Examining ideas of mortality, the work investigates the
human experience of consciousness and the distortions
between it and the subconscious mind. The work
shows space in between, where narrations and actions
are indicated but are never completely direct. The
images reveal a particular kind of existential mystery in
their ambiguity. To develop personal consciousness, a
moment of darkness is required. Sadness and loss make
a person more aware of life, more tender-hearted, and
more receptive to embracing life as an ecstatic journey
of self-discovery.

Insta: @ pav_visuals

Rebecca Craigs Donoghue

Upon Reflection
As university students near their graduation, they often
reflect on their academic journey as a whole. In so
doing, they may identify the progress they have made
and accomplishments they have achieved along the
way. For students completing creative programmes of
study, this reflection may also highlight the acquisition
of technical skills, as well as critical and creative thinking
and a broadened sense of what art can be.
Many artists explore a personal development of their
identity through their artistic expression. This journey
of development is presented as a reinterpretation
of some early images taken by Craigs-Donoghue
within her body of work. This reinterpretation is an
improved series of seascape images, with the original
work being produced in 2016. These images reflect
her achievements throughout her developing artistic
practice so far and hold significant personal importance
as a final exhibition of her university experience.

Insta: @rebeccacd_photo

Sarah-Ellen Owens

The Princes’ Curse
Photography is my tool for communication. It allows
me to express myself far more definitively than through
words. It enables me to convey creativity, passion and a
sense of mystery.
For this project, I have created photography to
encourage investigation, inspection and discussion. I
have explored one of the greatest mysteries in Tudor
history to depict a time which had no means of recording
events through photography and produced a series of
images that capture the essence of an embroiled story
– the disappearance of the Princes in the Tower in 1483.
My goal is to bring history to the forefront, reminding
today’s generation of the importance of the past, whilst
suggesting parallels in our present time and possible
futures. Through putting a modern twist on such a
deep-rooted event, I hope to spark interest in this story
and encourage people to look deeper into our history.
You never know what you might uncover!

Insta: @sarahellenowens

The team at NCP would like to wish the cohort of 2022 all
the very best for the future.
Also featuring in the exhibition:
Kayleigh Nickson
Katherine Storey
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